
Geneva National Condominium and Resort Project Narrative: 

 

The subject property consists of multiple parcels comprising approximately 133 acres of land, with 

6,787 lineal feet of shoreline frontage along Lake Como. The property is part of the Geneva 

National Condominium Declaration and Plat established in 1990, which created approximately 

1,500 condominium units and the Geneva National Resort and Club (“GNRC”). The GNRC offers 

three championship golf courses, a clubhouse, several restaurants, and related lodging for 

overnight guests. The parcels that are owned by GNRC are zoned Planned Commercial Recreation 

(B-5) and Shoreland Wetland District (C-4), under the Walworth County zoning ordinance. The 

proposed project would only occur on land zoned Planned Commercial Recreation (B-5) where 

yachting clubs and marinas are permitted. 

 

The entire shoreline of the subject property has been designated an Area of Special Natural 

Resource Interest (ASNRI), as depicted in Exhibit A. The proposed piers would be placed in the 

ASNRI, just south of the Lake Como Public Boat Launch Ramp, which also resides in the ASNRI, 

as depicted in Exhibit B. A portion of the subject property is considered Mapped Wetlands with 

Maximum Extent Wetland Indicators by the Department, which remains undeveloped and 

untouched by this project. The wetlands that have been identified by the Department will not be 

impacted by this project. The proposed piers would be adjacent to the wetlands, on a portion of 

the subject property that has been developed and is neither zoned or designated wetlands.  

 

The purpose, need, and intended use of the project is to lease slips to condominium owners within 

the Geneva National community. Access to Lake Como is the number one requested amenity from 

the Geneva National community and tourists to the area.  GNRC believes this facility will allow 

community members and tourists to enjoy the natural resources of Lake Como, while also adding 

to the sustainability of the GNRC. 

 

The GNRC is proposing to construct 10 piers, with each pier consisting of 12 slips, for a project 

total of 120 slips. These slips will be used primarily for personal watercrafts of those within the 

GNRC community. The GNRC may allow overnight guests and members to rent GNRC 

watercrafts on an hourly basis. The proposed project shall limit the location and orientation of the 

piers to exclude all wetland frontage, and will be limited to the approximately 2,100 linear feet of 

B-5 developed land that has riprap along the shoreline. Exhibit C attached hereto demonstrates 

the location of the proposed piers. With the subject property containing 6,787 lineal feet of 

shoreline, the reasonable use allows up to 136 boat slips. By clustering the proposed piers to about 

one-third of the subject property that is nearest to neighboring piers and the public launch, we will 

reduce the potential impact to aquatic species and habitat.  

 

The stem of each proposed pier will be 6 feet wide and 100 feet long, with fourteen platforms, 

each being 3 feet wide and 24 feet long. The stem and platforms will be elevated off the water by 

the pier legs to allow free flowing water underneath the decking. Each pier will be flat with the 

shore to allow the piers to be accessible in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA). An aerial diagram of a typical pier is attached as Exhibit D, and a cross-section diagram 

is attached as Exhibit E. The piers will each be spaced about 130 feet apart to allow boaters to 

navigate the piers safely.   



The individual piers will be constructed with an aluminum frame, with 20 pier legs on the stem of 

each pier, and 4 support legs for each platform. Each individual pier will rest on the bed of Lake 

Como on the aluminum legs. The deck will be made of high-density polyethylene (HDPE) 

decking, a durable, long lasting, recycled plastic made into composite wood or plastic lumber for 

many years of use. HDPE plastic is the most environmentally stable of all plastics – giving off no 

harmful fumes into the environment.  The proposed piers are seasonal, and will be removed by 

October 31 of each year.  Installation of the individual piers will be similar to any similar small 

recreational pier. 

 

Neither the sequencing nor the construction schedule are applicable in this case.  If the proposed 

permit is granted, the GNRC does not intend to build all ten piers upon issuance of this permit.  

Rather, the plan is to add additional slips and piers at the time a pier or a slip is needed.  Generally, 

that need would arise as additional homes are constructed, or new members join the GNRC.  Given 

there will only be 120 slips for a plat of about 1,500 condominiums, which represents about 8% of 

the community, we anticipate there will be a demand for all 120 slips.  

 

The proposed pier project envisions the piers resting on the bed of Lake Como on pier posts; 

therefore, there will be no need for either temporary or permanent erosion control as there will be 

no land disturbance. Moreover, the shoreline of the project area is currently protected by riprap. 

The proposed piers will not disturb this riprap. Similarly, the proposed project will not require 

excavation or dredging; therefore, there will be no need for disposal of dredged or excavated 

materials.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


